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FEBRUARY 2016

Happy February!  
February is always 
a time to reminisce 
about love and its 
many forms.We love 
our sweethearts, 
we love our family 
and friends, and we 

love our pets.All these many forms of 
love make us who we are and how we 
affect the people around us.We really 
never know how a simple action we do, 
or word we say, can affect the lives of 
others.That’s why our work FOR BIG 
HEARTS FOR LITTLE HEARTS DESERT 
GUILD is so important.We may not 
actually see how our work changes 
the lives of the families being treated 
at LLUCH, but I think we can take it to 
heart that everything we do can actually 
change the life of a family in need.

At our January cooking demonstration, 
we were so lucky to have the Castleberry 
family as our patient speakers (more 
about that in the next story).I was really 
moved by a small comment in Angela 
Castleberry’s speech.One of the times 
young Matthew (18 months) was in 
dialysis, it just happened to coincide 
with one of our Hugs Help Healing 
workshops and we sent teddy bears 
to the unit.When Matthew received 
his teddy bear that day, it changed his 
experience.It may be a small action on 
our part, but it made a young child happy 
in the midst of tough day.

Do you know anyone who would like 
to become a member and join in our 
activities?  If so, have them call Joan 

Woehrmann at (760) 328-2132 or email 
her at dizzybld1@aol.com

Continued on page 2
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A NOTE FROM  
THE PRESIDENT:

The beautiful Hideaway Golf Club was 
the setting for our SECOND SELL-OUT 
Cooking Demonstration of the season.
Once again, CHAIR RHONA BADER 
did a bang-up job of working with 
EXECUTIVE CHEF BRIAN BENNINGTON 
on a wonderful menu for our enjoyment.
With the gorgeous mountains of the 
La Quinta Cove and the beautiful Pete 
Dye golf course in the background, Chef 
Brian prepared a delicious three-course 
meal, all based upon a vanilla theme.
One of his hobbies is raising orchids, 
and little did I know, but vanilla beans 
come from an orchid!  So, along with the 
wonderful BUTTERNUT SQUASH AND 
VANILLA SOUP, the POACHED APPLE 
AND VANILLA STUFFED BREAST OF 
CHICKEN, and the VANILLA SCENTED 

CHOCOLATE CRÈME BRULEE, we 
got a lesson on orchid care as well.The 
trick…never let the water touch the 
leaves.Who knew?

We were so fortunate to again have 
our “rock-star doctor” Dr. Adrien Lavery 
as our first speaker.Listening to him 
reminded us all of the life and death 
decisions our LLUCH Doctors are 
charged with making on a regular basis.

Hooray for Hideaway
A SECOND SELL -OUT  DEMO
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Matt and Angelina Castleberry have 
taken to heart their experiences at 
LLUCH and actually make time to pay it 
forward.With everything they have on 
their plate… 6 kids with one on dialysis… 
they have formed a support group for the 
families whose kids are in the hospital.
They meet with families to help them 
emotionally deal with the trials of having 
a child in the NICU and they raise money 
to help with gas and food and lodging.
We can help them pay it forward in a new 
and different way.If you have any unused 
gift cards sitting in your desk drawer, send 
them to us. It doesn’t matter if there is 
only $5 or $10 left.We’ll get them to Matt 
and Angelina so that they can give them 
to families who are driving daily to the 
hospital to help with gas and meals.It 
may seem a small thing to do, but it’s yet 
another way we can show our love!

As always, we send a great big thank 
you to our wonderful emcee, JENIFER 
DANIELS of CBS Local 2 Morning News 
affiliate who is always available to give 
our events that extra special touch.

Lastly, let’s run the table and make 
our third and final cooking demo at 
BELLATRIX AT THE CLASSIC CLUB 
another sellout.Go to lluch.org/cooking 
demo and buy your ticket now before 
it’s too late! 

Terry Seigel

Dr. Lavery introduced the story of Matt 
and Angelina Castleberry and their then 
unborn twins Matthew and Callia.As 
fraternal twins they did not share the 
same embryonic sac.It became clear 
that baby Matthew’s kidneys were 
not making enough embryonic fluid to 
sustain his growth in the womb.Callia, 
on the other hand, was a healthy fetus.
How do you try to fix Matthew without 
endangering Callia?  Would there ever 
be a time when a choice would need 
to be made?  Leave it to the brilliance 
of our doctors… they found a way for 
Matthew and Callia to share her fluid as 
well as perform surgery on Matthew.
The twins were born 2 months early, 

but today, Callia is a thriving little girl.
Matthew continues to be on dialysis 
and is on the kidney transplant list, but 
is a chubby-cheeked little darling. 

What can I say about the Castleberry 
Family?  First, let’s thank Matt 
Castleberry for his Navy service.
Second, let’s congratulate them on 
raising one of the most well-behaved, 
polite and lovely families.Their children, 
Diamond (14), Uriah (13), Zoey (8), 
Kai (6) and twins Matthew and Callia 
(18 months) were all in attendance 
to support their Mom as she spoke.
Matt left all the speaking to Angelina 
and it was hard not to fall in love with 
this warm and gracious young woman.
Angelina spoke about having not one, 
but two babies in the NICU while still 

raising 4 children at home.Callia bore 
the consequences of her premature 
birth and now looks like any other baby 
her age.Matthew, however, needed a 
number of surgeries and has endured 
a total of 9 in his short life.Angelina 
spoke so eloquently of the love and 
support of all of the doctors and nurses 
gave their family during their months-
long ordeal.Their crisis is not over as 
Matthew waits for a new kidney.What 
is so truly remarkable about this family 
is their unselfishness.With all of this to 
deal with, they are constantly thinking 
of others.They routinely return to the 
NICU to help other families in need with 
both emotional support and financial 
support where they can find it.Can you 
spell inspiration…..try Castleberry! 

You are cordially invited to  

Giving is always in Fashion 
Trunk Show to benefit  

Big Hearts for Little Hearts 
Desert Guild

April 7, 8 & 9
73-725 El Paseo Ste 21D

2nd level of San Luis Rey Center
(just up the elevator next to Thai Smile)

It’s time to shop luxury on your terms.
We invite you to experience the exquisite  

Spring 2016 Collection during a one-on-one  
Stylist appointment.

Only Worth delivers luxury fashion with  
personalized service unlike any other.

Discover Where Fashion Gets Personal.

Schedule your preferred appointment
Contact Dale Rotner

760-321-1299
Email: drotner@aol.com

Hooray for Hideaway, 
continued from page 1

Note from President,  
continued from page 1
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Once again, KESQ has featured 
BIG HEARTS FOR LITTLE 
HEARTS DESERT GUILD on 
KESQ at Noon.  Our Cooking 
Demo Chair, Rhona Bader is 
our media star.  If you haven’t 
seen the latest of our four, yes 
count them, four interviews this 
season, log onto http://www.

kesq.com/loma-linda-medical-interview/37756448 and 
watch Rhona in her second interview.  Thank you JEFF 
STAHL for your continuing support!  Oh, and if you 
happen to be driving down Bob Hope Drive….look for 
our electronic billboard ad for “An Evening of Girlfriends, 
Glamour & Giving.”  And if you haven’t bought your 
ticket yet, what are you waiting for?  Go to lluch.org/
glamour.  It’s a quick and easy way to secure your spot 
at our signature event. 

WE ♥ JEFF STAHL
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   FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM … DESERT GUILD
   FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK …  Big Hearts for Little Hearts Desert Guild

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, MARK YOUR CALENDARS…
March 15, 2016
AN EVENING OF GIRLFRIENDS, 
GLAMOUR & GIVING
Toscana Country Club
www.lluch.org/glamour

February 18, 2016
COOKING DEMONSTRATION
Bellatrix Restaurant 
www.lluch.org/cookingdemo

IN MEMORIAM
Sadly, our dear friend and patron, 

Roger Miller, passed away Saturday, 
January 28th at the age of 81.  Roger 
and his wife Ruth have been great 
benefactors to LLUCH and to BIG 
HEARTS FOR LITTLE HEARTS DESERT 
GUILD.  You may remember that when 
we ran the story of our ER Clothing 
Project, Roger and Ruth stepped up and 
funded the project for the entire year.  
His generosity will not be forgotten and 
we send Ruth our love to help see her 
though this tremendous loss. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
LLUCH.ORG/GLAMOUR

Big Hearts for Little Hearts Desert Guild 

invites you to join them for

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Tuesday, March 15, 2016
TOSCANA COUNTRY CLUB

Benefiting

 When Tuesday, March 15, 2016

 Where  Toscana Country Club, Fred Waring and Via Toscana,  
between Cook and Washington

 Price $100 Register Online at lluch.org/glamour

Shop  until you drop in our fashion boutique featuring 18 of your old 
and new favorite vendors. Beautiful clothing, purses, jewelry at afford-
able price points. All the gorgeous things you expect at our Boutique 
await you and your friends.

Sip our Glamorous Signature Cocktail. One drink ticket 
is included in your price of admission. Don't forget to bring 
a children's book for the hospital. It will entitle you to an 
additional drink ticket. 

Stroll  though the gorgeous Italian gardens of Toscana 
Country Club featuring one of the most spectacular views in all of 
the Coachella Valley. Sip your cocktail by the firepit as you listen to the 
sounds of California DJ Michael and watch the new Daylight Savings Time 
sunset in the late evening. Feast on passed hors d'oeuvres and food stations 
that will satisfy your appetite. Take a photo with your best Girlfriends in 
our digital photo booth. Last but certainly not least, Stroll through the Op-
portunity Drawing and Silent Auction tables. Bid on trips, take a chance on 
great prizes and restaurant meals. 

All to benefit Loma Linda University Children's Hospital 
♥ Big Hearts for Little Hearts Desert Guild ♥ 
and the children of the Coachella Valley thank you for your support

FOR MORE INFORMATION,  
CALL DEBBIE CASDEN, EVENT CHAIR 760-413-0011


