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Do you know anyone who would like 
to become a member and join in our 
activities?  If so, have them call Joan 

Woehrmann at (760) 328-2132 or 
email her at dizzybld1@aol.com

Why Jeanne and Lou Mace Love 
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital 

By James Ponder
Jeanne and Lou Mace hope their 

decision to establish a planned gift to help 
create an endowed chair in pediatrics at 
Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital 
will benefi t future generations of children 
from the Desert and Inland Empire 
communities. 

When Jeanne and Lou Mace explain 
why they chose a planned gift to help 
create an endowed chair in pediatrics 
at Loma Linda University Children’s 
Hospital, it quickly becomes apparent that 
the two are very fond of both children 
and each other.

Jeanne pats Lou on the arm as she 
discloses how they came to realize 
Children’s Hospital would be a great place 
to support.

“I’ve been on the board of directors 
for the Big Hearts for Little Hearts 

Desert Guild for 
the past seven 
years,” she says 
of the organization 
that exists to raise 
consciousness 
and funds for the 
hospital, “but I’ve 
been a member 
since its inception in 
2001.”

Lou points out 
that his wife is also 
the immediate past 
president of the 
organization, but lets 
Jeanne tell what 
happened when she 

was asked to accept the role.
“I think basically it was Lou who talked 

me into it,” she shares. “I told him, ‘OK, 
Lou, but if I’m going to do that, you have 
to go with me to the hospital to see why 
this is so important to me.”

“I fell in love with the kids,” Lou 
remembers. “Their smiles, the looks on 
their faces, their eyes. I couldn’t help it. I 
just fell in love!”

“We were really fortunate that particular 
day,” Jeanne adds, “in that we got to 
visit the neonatal ward. Lou and I had 

Labor Day has 
come and gone 
which means 
summer is offi cially 
over. In the few 
short months 
of summer, our 
team of dedicated 

volunteers along with great support 
from the Foundation staff, has 
accomplished an astonishing amount 
of work. I hope you have enjoyed 
keeping up with BIG HEARTS FOR 
LITTLE HEARTS DESERT GUILD ♥ 
during the off-season by way of our 
monthly Newsletter, our Instagram 
account (Desert Guild) and our 
Facebook page (Big Hearts for Little 
Hearts Desert Guild). We have a new 
“Live It” campaign ad featuring our 
remarkable Jenifer Daniels which 
has already appeared in Desert 
Magazine section of The Desert Sun 
and lastly, our own Rhona Bader will 
be interviewed by Jeff Stahl on KESQ 
on September 24th. We have been 
reaching out throughout the Coachella 
Valley to further our mission of raising 
awareness of our BHLH DESERT 
GUILD and the important work we do 
for Loma Linda University Children’s 
Hospital. The response has exceeded 
our expectations!

Our annual Membership Appeal has 
been mailed and we hope you like 
our new look! Our “Lunch and Learn” 
Cooking Demonstration invitations 
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have been mailed and we hope you 
signed up for each and every one…
and of course included your friends 
as well. Our fabulous “An Evening 
of Girlfriends, Glamour, & Giving” 
featuring the DESERT’S BEST 
BOUTIQUE will be mailed in short 
order. You won’t want to miss any of 
these fabulous events. In addition to 
our regular events, we are adding an 
incredible Health and Fitness Expo 
to our roster. Mark your calendar 
for Sunday, November 15th and 
come to the Palm Springs Adventist 
Church for a day featuring free health 
assessments, food samples and 
demos, culminating in a bike ride with 
the Desert Bicycle Club.

In this issue of our newsletter, I 
would like to feature the unending 
commitment of Jeanne and Lou Mace 
to our BHLH DESERT GUILD. This 
article is a reprint from our annual 
report, but it bears repeating it for 
a larger audience. Generosity such 
as this should be shouted from the 
rooftops! There are so many ways to 
support our Guild. We hope you fi nd 
the one that speaks to your heart ♥.

Last but not least, thank you to all 
who generously supported our local 
Firefi ghters at Tip-A-Firefi ghter at The 
Old Spaghetti Factory on September 
23rd.   A recap and photos of the event 
will appear in our October newsletter.  
Until next time…. 

Terry Seigel

premature twins and we lost one of them, 
so Lou was particularly moved at seeing 
what they do for these littlest children.”

Lou says it wasn’t just the babies on 
the neonatal intensive care unit that 
inspired him. “It was all the kids,” he 
notes. “Just seeing their smiles and the 
love and happiness on their faces.”

The Mace’s live in Rancho Mirage and 
Jeanne explains that many Coachella 
Valley children need specialized medical 
care that isn’t available in their area. 

“We also have lots of kids in the desert 
whose parents can’t afford the care they 
need,” she observes. “Supporting Loma 
Linda University Children’s Hospital is just 
a way of giving back for all the blessings 
we’ve received all our lives.”

Those blessings began when Lou and 
Jeanne met in Longview, Washington, 
in 1953. They married three years 
later in 1956. Lou, a civil engineer by 
profession, credits Jeanne for following 
him all over creation after he went into 
the heavy construction business and 
moved his growing family throughout 
the Western states.

“The way our partnership, our marriage, 
our love works,” Lou explains, “is that 
Jeanne put me through college and then 
went back to school herself. She followed 
me from the Tri-Cities of Washington State 
to Los Angeles to Idaho to Alaska and then 
to Seattle, changing from one college and 
university to another before graduating with 
honors in only three years. She did all that 
while putting up with a very demanding 
husband and three kids. She’s amazing!”

“All of our children were born by the 
time I graduated,” Jeanne points out.

Despite the obstacles in her path, Jeanne 
graduated with majors in comparative 
literature and English and minors in 
psychology and history. Lou points out that 
she had a straight-A average and Jeanne 
adds that she managed to get an A in 
French her senior year even though she had 
never studied the language before. To make 
things even more challenging, the other 
students in the class had taken four years 
of high school French and another two or 
three years in college. 

Their Christian faith has been an 
almost tangible anchor in their lives over 
the years, and both Jeanne and Lou 

are grateful to the Lutheran Church for 
teaching them so much about the love of 
God expressed in Christ. This year, they 
will celebrate 59 years of marriage. 

“It’s been a great adventure,” Jeanne 
shares. “We have three children, fi ve 
grandchildren, and we’re expecting our 
second great-grandchild in June. We are 
very blessed!”

“We enjoyed a lot of success in 
business,” Lou adds. “I got to retire 
at an early age. Jeanne and I have 
travelled around the world and seen 
lots of poverty. We feel an obligation 
to help out where we can. Jeanne’s 
involvement with Children’s Hospital is 
very worthwhile of her time and effort.”

When asked what they hope their 
gift will accomplish, Jeanne points 
to research. “Lou and I think it would 
be wonderful if our gift could help 
researchers fi nd a cure for many of the 
diseases and medical conditions that 
affect children,” she reports.

Todd Mekelburg, director of planned 
giving at Loma Linda University Health, 
says gifts like the Mace’s leave a 
lasting legacy.

“The Mace’s have demonstrated their 
dedication to the work of our Children’s 
Hospital by including us in their estate 
plans,” Mekelburg observes. “We are so 
grateful for their willingness to provide 
such a thoughtful and generous gift which 
will make a signifi cant difference in the 
lives of the children we serve.”

For their part, Lou and Jeanne are just 
happy they can help. 

“The wellbeing of the children of the 
Coachella Valley has been our long-term 
commitment,” Lou reports. “We believe 
the best critical care available is at Loma 
Linda University Children’s Hospital.”

“And we are committed to not only the 
hospital’s goals,” Jeanne adds, “but also 
to the Big Hearts for Little Hearts Desert 
Guild’s support of the hospital.” 

_________________________________

To learn more about how gifts in your 
estate benefi t Loma Linda University 
Children’s Hospital, contact Todd Mekelburg 
in the offi ce of planned giving by phone at 
(909) 558-4553 or online at www.llulegacy.
org. For information on the Big Hearts for 
Little Hearts Desert Guild, contact Josh 
Zahid at (909) 558-5384.

Note, continued from page 1
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LLUCH RECEIVES 
DONATION OF 

“MOTHER AND CHILD” 
TO THE BIRTHING 

CENTER
Coachella Valley residents Carolyn 

French and William Tanghe, owners of 
The Design Collections in Old Town Indio 
have generously donated an exquisite 
Italian sandstone sculpture of a Mother 
and child to the LLUCH Total Birthing 
Care Center. It is an exquisite piece of 
sculpture measuring approximately 33” 
high and weighing over 300 pounds. 
Installation is scheduled for mid to late 
September, so the next time you are 
at the hospital, stop by the Birthing 
Center to see this glorious piece of 
work in person. The photo just doesn’t 
do it justice!  The Design Collections 
is located at 82851 Miles Avenue 
in Old Town Indio. If you’re in the 
neighborhood, please thank Carolyn 
and Bill for their generosity. 

BHLH Desert Guild Supports 
the Emergency Room

BHLH DESERT GUILD supports 
LLUCH in so many ways. One 
project you may not have heard of, 
yet is supported by your generous 
membership dues, is our ER Clothing 
Project. For the past four years, Past 
President Lainie Weil has worked with 
the LLUCH Emergency Room to clothe 
the very neediest of our children…
those who come to the ER. Many of 
these kids are foster kids who have 
very little to call their own. Imagine the 
trauma of being admitted to the ER and 
having your clothing cut off to enable 
treatment…then imagine not having any 
clothes to wear home. BHLH DESERT 
GUILD comes to their rescue. Several 
times per year, Lainie checks in with the 
ER to determine their needs according 

to the season. Approximately three 
times per year, we supply the ER with:

Girls and Boys
(3 months to 12 years of age)

♥ Socks ♥ Underwear ♥ Sweatshirts 
♥ Sweatpants ♥ Shorts ♥ Tees

The next time you are in Target, or 
WalMart, or any other Big Box Store and 
pass the children’s section, think about 
what one package of socks or underwear 
might do for the less fortunate among 
us. Buy a package and call or text me at 
(310) 989-2004. We’ll arrange to pick up 
the item(s). Or better yet, bring them to 
the next cooking demo. All items must 
be new and in their original packaging.  
As always, we thank you for helping our 
Coachella Valley Kids! 
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